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	Southern Federation of Dance

PO Box 2218 

Rowville  3178

03 9752 9202

1300 733 741

sfd@pacific.net.au


6th February 2012
Dear Member,

Hope you had a great Christmas / New Year and 2012 has started successfully.  
Whilst we appreciate that this is a busy time of the year as you start back into Term 1, please note that this newsletter contains details for several events.
	EVENT
	PAGE NUMBER

	Outstanding Achievement Award
	2

	Combined Schools Concert
	2

	Interstate Exam Sessions
	3

	Teaching Certificate Course
	3

	Competitions
	3

	Masterclasses
	4


SFD MANUAL UPDATES
The SFD Manual will be emailed shortly to those with access to an email address.  Please note it is your responsibility to remove the original page and replace it with the new version or keep it on file for future reference & use.
ANNUAL CONVENTION 2012
The annual Convention was held from January 14th to 19th and was a wonderful blend of national members as we welcomed representatives from New South Wales and Queensland, as well many country Victorian members.  We appreciate the efforts of both the Examiners and members who make this a successful event each year, and hope that everyone enjoys the annual opportunity to renew friendships and extend their dance knowledge.  If you did not attend, and wish to enter students for exams this year, you must arrange a private session to be completed by the end of April 2012.  All requests must reach head office in writing – either mail or email.  Please note that members now only need to attend the Convention every second year for all levels.
A separate email containing syllabus updates/amendments has been sent for your reference.  Please familiarise yourself with these changes and update your existing syllabus accordingly.
REPORT SYSTEM

With the new look reports being well received by members last year, Examiners will continue to refine the report system in 2012. 

TIME ALLOWANCES
All members please note that there has been a time allowance increase for Level 8 Tap to 1 hour & 15 minutes and for Level 7 Tap to 65 minutes.

EXAM MUSIC FORMAT
From 2012 a ‘tick the box’ component has been added to the Exam Candidate Summary, asking schools to nominate the format in which exam music will be played.  To enable Examiners to be fully prepared, members will need to identify whether they will be using ipods, cd players, ipads for use on their exam days.  Please make sure you look out for this addition to the form!
PAYMENTS
Please note that, as per 2011, the minimum amount for exams per school is $360.00. Just a reminder that if your school’s total exam entries exceed $2,000.00, then the private examination fee per candidate is waived.
PRIVATE INSERVICES
Please note that due to Examiner availability, private inservices may only be booked up until the end of April to qualify for the current examining period.

WEBSITE ADVERTISING
Why not promote your school through the Affiliated Pages section of the SFD website? For an annual fee of $88, you can highlight your school’s location, classes, philosophy and general information.  Please contact Head Office for further information.
COMBINED SCHOOLS CONCERT 2012 / 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
This is a great opportunity to be part of a fun event - The Combined Schools Concert is being held on SUNDAY 22nd April at The Nunawading Arts and Entertainment Centre.  Any school within the society is invited to take part, even if you have only recently joined as a Member.  We have so many talented teachers and dancers within the society and it’s great to see the wonderful work that everyone is doing.  A rehearsal of the concert items will take place in the afternoon and there will be one evening performance of the concert.

In addition Southern Federation of Dance wishes to recognise our past students who have continued their dance career by accepting full time studies or employment.  Members are welcome to nominate such a student to perform a solo in the Concert.  The committee of management may request a video of any such nomination.  These nominations may be in addition to your nominated items.

A special part of the evening this year, will be the celebration of SFD’s 25th Anniversary.  We welcome your school’s participation in this exciting commemoration of SFD’s milestone. As part of the celebrations, we are planning a wonderful finale routine and we would like to invite all participating performers to be involved.  There will be an allocated rehearsal time set aside prior to the start of the performance, for dancers to learn a short piece of choreography that will be performed at the end of the show.  All schools taking part in the Combined Schools Concert will receive further information at a later date.    
Please email Head Office if you wish to take part in this exciting event.
Please take note of the following points before choosing your items:

· Each dance school will be invited to enter 1 or 2 dances, they must be of different styles and students must preferably be of different age groups
· Schools will not be able to enter solos (with the exception of the above)

· The maximum time limit for each dance should be 5 minutes
· There will be a maximum of 30 seconds changeover between each item

· Any props used must be in place and removed within 15 seconds
· No special effects will be allowed eg. No smoke machines etc. – please refer to the Lighting Plans document at the end of this newsletter to ascertain your options for lighting etc.
· All participating schools must provide at least 2 helpers for the concert and rehearsal

· A fly tower for backdrops is not available at the theatre

· No lighted candles, naked flames, fresh fruit, flowers, vegetables or glass may be used

As we intend the duration of the concert to be approximately 2 hours, please return the Concert Item Submission’ form(s) contained in your SFD Manual by 9th March so that your chosen items will have the best chance of being selected.  The Committee will endeavour to include as many submitted items as possible.  Please note, a separate form needs to be filled out for each item and or solo nomination.

Tickets

Tickets may be purchased through the theatre (not SFD) and are available from Monday 15th March.  It’s first in best dressed, with no limit on the number of tickets purchased by each school, so don’t delay and miss out!!  Due to long queues in previous years, Southern Federation of Dance has arranged with the theatre that the advertised ticket price is for pre booked tickets only.  Additional fees will be charged by the theatre for bookings made on the day. For ticket bookings and enquiries, phone:  9262-6555.
There is a $3.50 handling fee for phone bookings; fee is paid per booking not per ticket.  

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

This award was introduced eleven years ago and is awarded to either a S.F.D student or teacher, and recognises their achievements within our society and the world of dance.  Any S.F.D Member may nominate candidate/s.  This year it will be presented at the SFD Combined Schools Concert. If you would like to nominate someone for the 2011 S.F.D Outstanding Achievement Award, fill in the form (contained within the Forms section in the SFD Manual) and return to head office by Friday 16th March.


COMPETITIONS 2012
A reminder that the dates for the Southern Federation of Dance Competitions this year are Sunday 1st July to Wednesday 4th July, inclusive.  Once again, the venue is The Whitehorse Performing Arts Centre, 397 Whitehorse Road, Nunawading (Melways Ref: 48 G9).  Entry forms are contained within the Forms section of the SFD manual, and entries close 31st March.  Please note there are new & amended sections, so please read these carefully – these can be found with the competition codes in Competitions section of the manual.            
Please also note that the Scholarship Technical classes will no longer be held as part of the Masterclasses and will be held during the actual competitions in July.  Exact times will be advised as part of the general competitions program.

Entry fees are as follows:
Solos           
$8.00
	Duos/Trios   

$5.00 per person

	Troupes       

$25.00 per troupe

	Scholarships

Junior:  $30.00

	                      

Major:   $35.00





In response to feedback received from members last year, competition entry forms are now able to be downloaded directly from the SFD website at www.dancesfd.asn.au.
INTERSTATE EXAM SESSIONS 2012
Please note the following exam sessions have been set for interstate members:

· Queensland early exam session:
Saturday 16th June to Friday 22nd June
· Queensland late exam session:
Saturday 8th September to Thursday 13th September
· New South Wales exam session:
Friday 14th September to Monday 17th September
Please note that early interstate exam bookings close March 28th.

Please note that late interstate exam bookings close May 30th.
TEACHING CERTIFICATE COURSE
The SFD Teaching Certificate Course has been established for over 17 years.  The course is highly comprehensive and has proven to be most successful in training competent and responsible dance teachers with the latest dance training methods. The course is run by Southern Federation of Dance Examiners with presentations given by guest lecturers over a 5-day period – this year it is scheduled for Wednesday 11th April to Sunday 15th April 2012.  Candidates wishing to undertake the Teaching Certificate Course:

(1)  must be at least 17 years of age at the time of the course
(2)  have successfully passed and gained a minimum mark of Commended for either Level 8 Jazz 


or Level 8 Tap or Pre-Elementary Classical (or a higher level), prior to entering the course. 

(3)  candidates may only complete the course in the style that they hold the pre requisite level in 


i.e. Jazz level 8 must study the Jazz teaching style

Please encourage your eligible students to apply for this wonderful opportunity – Registration forms are contained within your SFD Manual and must be returned to Head Office by 28th February.

SFD SUMMER WORKSHOP 2012
What a wonderful 2 day event the SFD Summer Workshop was for 40 SFD students in January. Held at the Dance Factory in Richmond, students enjoyed classes in acrobatics, singing, stretching and zumbatonic.  Make sure you remember this exciting option for your students during the January school holidays in 2013!
SFD COMMITTEE 2012
Although all Office Bearer positions have been filled, we are still desperately in need of members willing to join the SFD Committee for 2012.  Please consider the input you can make to the running of your organisation.  Nominations and elections for the SFD Committee at the recent AGM have resulted in Susan Tan being re-elected as the President of Southern Federation of Dance for the fifth year in succession.  
We welcome the incoming Committee for 2012 ~

President


Ms Susan Tan

Vice President

Ms Emily Downie

Treasurer


Ms Carolyn McNally

Secretary


Ms Ashlee Furness

Assistant Secretary

Ms Alanna Partridge

Members


Mr Marc Ponzi, Ms Kylie Densten, Mr Peter Wallace, Ms Simone Williamson

EXAM DANCE REMINDER

Teachers are reminded to keep the content and music of the exam dance movements relevant to the students’ age.  Some movements sourced from video clips and similar media may not be appropriate for inclusion in their routines.

SYLLABUS AMENDMENTS

Please look out for our new Syllabus Amendments document that will be circulated to all members at the completion of the annual convention.  To ensure that you are kept up to date with any changes that have been made each year, we are putting together an annual summary of changes.  Members will be responsible for transferring these updates to their existing syllabus notes.  Please note the outlined changes will take place immediately and will be examined from 2012.  This document will be emailed separately to you.
EXAMINATION SUCCESS 2011
Apologies to the following students and teachers who were not mentioned as receiving Honours with Distinction in the November newsletter:
	Mia Chalfon
	Level 4 Jazz  
	 Dancemakers


Jemma Craig


Level 4 Jazz


Dance Revolution
Greta Xhaferi


Level 4 Jazz


Dance Revolution

Molly Connor


Level 4 Jazz


Dance Revolution

Also to Beth Wentworth and Kathryn Noble from Ringwood Ballet Group who successfully completed Level 10 Jazz, and Annabelle Cox from Hillside Academy of Dance who successfully completed Level 10 Tap – well done!

VICTORIAN MASTERCLASSES 2012
Please refer to your Manual for registration forms for the Victorian Student Masterclasses.  Just a reminder that the cut off date for registrations is 20th April.   The Masterclasses will once again be held at the VCA (Victorian College of the Arts), 234 St Kilda Rd, Melbourne.
PRICES:

Levels 3 - 6                                          $20.00 per level                                                

Levels 7-8                                            $25.00 per level                                                

Pre Elementary                                    $25.00
Levels 9-10                                          $30.00 per level                

Elementary & Intermediate        
         $30.00 per level

Dance Fusion Yellow                           $30.00

Dance Fusion Blue                              $30.00

Please note that SFD Examiners encourage students to have a working knowledge of the syllabus to gain value from the Masterclass experience, however any student who does not know the syllabus level in its entirety is most welcome to attend.
I hope to see you at one of our many events throughout this year!!

Jane Thomas

Office Administrator


Southern Federation of Dance

Combined Schools Concert

Lighting plans and Technical Rehearsal

Here is some general information for all schools entering items in the concert.

The rig at the theatre is standard.  This means that as we are in and out on one day only basic lights are available.  To save money and ultimately raise more money for SFD, and in turn for everyone as member’s only one lighting board technician is used on the day. 

Curtains are used at the start and end of each item.  Curtain warmers come up at the end of each item and are connected to the onstage lighting for setting up the next item.  This means the lighting tech checks the curtain is in before lights go back on.

	Available
	Not available

	Channel 9 dots

(three lights downstage, three lights centre stage and three lights upstage) are standard white lights.  These are marked with a white electrical tape X on the stage.

Cyc

This is lit in different colours from the light bar at the top only.  Colours available include pink, mauve, green, yellow, orange, blue and red.  
Stage lighting

A combination of blue, red or amber is used to give a coloured “wash” on stage.  This does not light the dancer’s faces.  Red and blue turns the skin tone slightly pink; blue alone gives that ethereal Swan Lake/Giselle look

 Par cans 

 These are in ambers, blues and reds (so can make pinks and mauves also).  These are front of house lights located at the prompt and off prompt sides of the auditorium.  It casts light onto the dancer’s faces or can add extra colour to the wash on

Front of house lights 

These light the dancers faces.  Amber is usually the best colour for this.  Blues and reds can also be used.

Chase

1. A channel nine dot chase - the channel nine dots come on and off at different times.

2. A cyc chase – the cyc changes colours every few seconds.  It will use whatever colours are already linked.  You cannot choose. You can usually alter the speed of changes though i.e.: 2 second or 6 second. 

3. A stage chase – this looks like flashing lights as the red, amber and blue on stage lights go on and off at different times.

Combinations of these can be used at the same time.

Blackouts 

These are used at the start and end of most items.  Lights will come on behind the curtain at the end of the item before so you can see to set up.  Please let your students know not to walk on stage in the dark, this is when tripping and bumping accidents occur. Blackouts at the end of your item can be timed.  A slow four second fade is great if the music fades slowly or a 0 sec “Snap blackout” if it’s a dynamic end.


	Disco Ball

This requires a “Flyman” to be there all day to fly a ball in and out.  It is not suitable for it to be left for the entire concert - a ballet troupe with a disco ball is not appropriate.

Silhouette 

This require a frennel (a small light placed on the stage in the middle at the front) to cast shadows on the cyc.

Follow Spots

This requires an operator in the bio Box.

Bottom lights for Cyc

This takes up about a metre of the stage.

Boom Lights

These are not part of a standard rig

Movers

The theatre does not have these

Flying props

This requires a “Flyman” to be there all day.




The most important thing to remember is that the staff are mostly volunteers. We don’t know exactly what we get until we walk in to the theatre.  Rehearsals are short so please use your time to space the item and organise lights.  Technical corrections can be done in the backstage studio. Please stay on stage or side stage during rehearsal so the stage manager can consult with you about your requirements. 

The most important thing is the dancing!  We don’t need fancy lighting to make our fabulous students look good!
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